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| ; | aud. ſpeak... unto: them all that Þ command. thee ; be not diſ- ' 
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which in-all humility we do requeſt you,: to let your grave 
"= conſiderations dwell for a time upon. We beſeech you,, 
_- Os let not our importunity be grievous, nor our words ſeem. 
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ſhoulders to it, and yet be blameleſs > Fathers and 

*Toſh.3.14 Brethren, you are the * ſhoulders that muſt bear up 
"2 4 the Arkot the Lord. Do nat ___ + hearts tremble 
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: TT _ for the Ark of 'GOD > Do you lee it falling, andyer 
withdraw your ſhoulders, and keep your hantls in 
your boſomes ? you would condemn that mafi-de- 
ſervedly, as.void-of Chriſtian Charity, yea, com- 
mon humanity, that ſhould not take up his neigh- 
baur, and labour'to chafe and rub,' and recover 

Efth.4.14. him to life when fallen down by you ina wooning 
fit. Fathers, where then are your Bowels? where 
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x Gold we dye tn thy preſence ? We ſeem wy * 290 
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and tet dye, Gen, 47. 19, For the Lord's ſake bear 


with'us to bea little plain with you; Are your ſouls ; - 4 
fenſible of the Famine upon the Land, or are they .Y 
not? if not (as we cannot, we dare not, we do not 


think ſo of you Fathers ; for we doubt not your In- B 
tegrity with God) you were,we will not ſay no Fa- 7 


thers, but not ſo much as true Children or Mem- "7 
bers of the Charch, havin no Natural Aﬀection, BS ; 
no Chriſtian Sympathy, If you are indeed ſenſt- 
ble ofthe Famine, how can you keepin the Corn > 
Surely the Voyce of God to a withholding-Mini- 


{ter, ſeems like that, Lam, 2.20. Ariſe, Cry out in A | 
the Night, in the beginning of the Watches 5 pour -J 


out thine heart like water before the Lord ; lift up thine 

SM - hands towards him for the life of thy young children, 

'y that faint for hunger m the top-of every ſtreet : It 
grieves us to urge what yet we cannot keep in. 
Fathers, we reverence you from our hearts, but 

: cannot but fer before you the gemitus & fuſpiria ot 
erieved fouls, who ſeem to cryto you, as Lam, 4. 3. 
Even the Sea-Monfiers draw out the Breaſts, they 
give ſuck to their young ones 5 theDaughter of my 
People 1s berome "cruel, like the Oftriches of the Wit- 
Aderneſs. £9 | 
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more courage and. reſolution, than} their Leaders, 
and leave their Spiritual Commanders.behind 2 To 
be, plain, the People are willing and forward to 
venture with you; and. to-run the 'resk of it,. and 


Were you like to be alone. it were more excuſable'; - 
But they axe ready to ſuffer, with you, and run all 
hazards that may. come upon them for their duty'in 
| hearing: and ſhall we only ſtand back ? ſhall not a 
willing People, make a willing Miniſtry > O let 


amongſt the People, 

Whether a great part of your. Flocks will notbe 
in extreemeſt danger to run wild to Seducers, and . 
deſpiſers of Goverament, 4.if you do.notſtepin:  _ 
evident it is that ſomewhere they muſt & will hear; 
and for the formal Phariſees,or progaime Hophmes, 1 
theſe they will never be induced to fit down under. 
What then wil be the conſequence, but that they wil 
be under ſtrongeſt temptations, to run to the Tents 
of Erroneous Teachers, and( to their great peril ) 


the words. of knowledge. Experience writes a ſad Pro- 
batum eft to what we fay in this 3 of which how miſ- 
chieyous the iflue may be, we leave you. to conſfi- , 
der, Yea, judge your own ſelves, we beſcech you, 
whether. falſe Teachers will not have a. fairer ad- 
vantage.than ever, to. get in with our meopies and 
glory over our Miniſtry and Churches, if they be 
ready and forward in hazarding themſelves among 

their parties, when ours onely ſhall decline-their 
Elocks and. Labours, as ſoon, as. times grow pe- 
riloas.? | FX * Whether 
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; | Whether you wilt Sy put zreproactrinto the Qu, = 
-mourhs' of our Adverfaries,” and give them gccx- _— 
Hou to ſpeak evil of: our Office; '-when: you ſhall-be 
found to-give: over-the:Work;: as Toon as everithie 
Pay. doth ceaſe? Our hearts da:honour you, but 
there be that reproach you: as Hirelings, 'which 
they, now ftrengthen [themſelves in, and-more 
confidently and+edlourably' than-ever , : perſaiade 
others -off; (firſt) Becauſe you give over theWork ; 
as ſoon as eyer the Maintenance doifail.* (Second- 
ly } Becauſe (they ſay) you flee as ſoon .as the 
Woolf. doth approach, :and- will not bide: by the 
Sheep, when your liberty and 'ontward comfort 
| is thereby like to be in-danger, * Will you not care 
| - _ thatthe Miniſtry be not blamed, and ſtudy toroul , c,, 5 . 
off ſo colourable an occafion'of reproach 2 ſhall 
| we ſaffer the world'to think that the ſpring of 
all out Motion, the oyl to our Wheels, the wind 
| in. our Sailes was nothing but outward Advan- 
tage ? Ty | 
i. - | Whether you had your Commiſſion; "Office and Quef. 7- 
| Authority from the Magiſtrate, and.yourPowerin, 
and relation to the-Charchz be 'of a Civil 'Sramp 
We know the Magiſtrate doth not pretend' to this : 
: And-if- none. but-Chrift-did, nor. could: Commil- 
fionate- you,- ear any but- He: diſcharge you 2. or 
canithe.' Relation between the: Church'and you 
( if Divine - and Spiritual-) ceaſe-upon* thelinter- 
poſition of a_ Power meerly. Political, which is 
zato genere QiſtinEt ? If the Magiſtrate did not con- | 
ſtitute and cauſe this. Relation, - how' can he'make "= 
itto ceaſe ? or take'away what { conteſſedly ) he. of 
B 2 cannot 
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EFT” - 0009 OOTY 
wipaot give?: were notthis t5 make ic tobe arthe 
A er any Service or no >: wherher ther! 
ſhialt:be : any: Preaching br:not >- :andi fo. indeed, 
whether; God ſhall. haveay Churchior no? Aid, 
ifthe-Magiftrate eh 
Church to ceaſe;how can he make:the Duty'of that 
Relation to ceaſe? fich the ſhadow-doth-nor- more 
naturaly and neceflarily follow the fubftatice; than 
the Doty doth the Relation, Ina word3 Will it 
be a ſufficient Anſwer, at God's Righteous Judpe- 
ment,. when the Lord ſhall ask us why we did not 
preach-the Goſpel as he had b:4 us > to ſay, :Lord, 
x wasbecauſe the Magiſtrate did forbid us. God is- 
our Record in Heaven, that weare of thoſe that dos. 
unfeignedly fear the Lord, and honour the King 3 
to whom we ſhall eyer yeeld obedience tn licites, 
deny fobmiffion zz rzltzs, Only we are afraid, that 


itwill not be fufficient inthat dreadful day, to pro- 


duce the Magiſtrates Warrant for our diſcharge; 
when direfly contradiQting the eremendowCharge 
ofoarLard Jeſbs Chrift,: who foall jadge both gurck- 
and dead at his appearing. We verily fear, the Magi- 
ftrates Diſpenſation will not be- allowed before his 
Tribunal; and. then what a forry-caſe werewe it!; 
ſhould we defift thereupon | 
- Whether God hath forſaken thoſe of his Mini- 
ters, ithat have fet to theirwork, fince the-day of 
that fatal ftroke > or, wherher he hath not owned 
them by his Affiſtance, Prefence, Approbation,'and 


the ample Teſtimonies of his Favour, 8 honoured 


his. Name and Goſpel by their Labours, Tryals, Im- 
"RO prilouments, 
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cannotmake your Relation toxhe- 


from out work >-:-:f) - 


d? Hath the. 


Hoſt greund- by 


the worſt oy TIE w 
- Thereis another Queſtion, that we feartoputts Queſt. 9. 2 
you , But will rather let the Apoſtle himſelf ask 3 
you, 1 Fohn' 3. 16, 17,18. Whoſo hath the norlds 
oods ( and we add, much more , whoſo- hath the 
avenly Goods to diſpenee) ang ſeeth- his Brother 
{much more his diſtrefſed Mother ) hath need, and. 
ſputteth up hu .Bowels of * compaſſion from him, How 
awelleth the Love of God in him ? | 
| Whether you will beable eomfortably to anſwer Ouep. 10% 
: the Lord, when He ſhall put to any of you this _ 
Tnterrogatory,” With whom qu thou left thoſe few 3 Sum, 17, 
| Sheep mr the Wilderneſs ? 'O-that you would but 25. 
confider with whom you havelefr them ! Is itnor 
maritfeftly and moſtly with ['Blind-Gnrdes | with, 
Spiteful Shepherds, or rather Wolves in Shepherds | 
C eloathing > with { Orwel Fathers} that * that give *Ma.. 7. 9; 
[ ſtones inſtead of bread, and: Seorprons for Fiſh? 10. -W 
with [ Violent Watchmen that when the diſtreſſed Y 
Spouſe hath come toſeek her Beloved, have wound- 
ded her, and ſmitten her, and took away her val? Cam.y.6, 7; 
Shall not our hearts melt, to think of Jeavingthe 
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Reerage of our Veſlcls CE nnskilfl hands; or 
with ſuch-£iftv Pilots, as: look no: further thea 
theit own Cabbin? orſenſual Shepherds, that feed . 
themſelyes, and not the-Hlocks-f or Phyſicians, - 
thathave themſelves the Plague ores running upon 
Prov.z, 28. them. > May we not ſay; unto our neighbour, Go 
away and come again when we have tt by.us,: and ſhall 
we deny our People our care and oyer-fight,/ when 
their cries, or at leaſt their wants, do call fo loudly 4 
forit 2 Have we' gained 1yany to the profeſſion of 
the Goſpel, and begotten many of them in truth. 
- unto Chriſt, and now ſhall we leave them to fink 
or{wim, when no man carcth for [their ſouls ? Is 
* Heb.x3, this our tenderneſs to the® Children that God hath *.* 
+Ph1l,2.20. given-us ? 1s this like Temothy + naturally to care for © © | 
*x Theſſ. 2. ther ftate ? Is * this to-cherifh: them-as a Nurſe 
73 lt. cherifoeth her Children © 'Is this, like Paul, to be rea- 
TPhil,2.17. dy to he offered up, upon the ſervice of their Faith, 
* Afts 20.24 and * not account our lives dear unto us ſo we may þ- 
mniſh our courſe with joys and the Miniſtry we have re- 
cerved, to teſtify 'the Goſpel of the Grace of Gud?. 
Fathers and Brethren, it grieveth us, that you who 
are Worthies ſhould be.comparedto the unnatural 
among the Birds,” +. which leaveth her Eggs in the 
47ob 39.14 :earth,” and forgeteth that the feet may cruſh them, 
*52 3%* ax. that. the Wild Beaſts may break them, ſhe;is 
© hardnef-againtt_ ber yoyng.oveay35 though/ they 
” "on j? "Y ig £ | 
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Durſt, 27, Whether _ your Prayers and good wiſhes for 
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your People,: whilesyou draw not forth your * fouls*1ſa:58; 10: 
ro the bungry, be not like their cold Sis, that tjam.2,15, 
if a. Brother. or Sifter-be' naked and deſtitute of daily. *%1 *T> | 
fead,;do: ouly fay untathem,' Depart tn: peace, be yow © 
warmed. and filled, natwithſlanding nat giuing them” a 
thaſe LIAR which are needful to the Body | 
i»: Whether you-can, without higheſt' Injuſtice, . Quep. 12; 
yea (we:would tremble to ſpeak it ) without moſt: 
dreadful Sacriledge,withhold the Churches Goods: 
when-ſhe'is ready to periſh for want?- Fathers .and/ 
Brethren., who ever, ſay. their tongues are their: | 
| oOwN;. yours are not :. * you. are the Churches, a *1Cor.3 22; 
part of. ther legal: Dowry, you are her moſt proper / 
Goods, her moſt rightful Claim, + prac, 6 by 4 Eph,4.11g. 
-— Chriſt himſelt;. yea given to: her for ever, for her- 72» 13» 
| uſe. Your: Gifts, your Graces, all you Talents, 
| _ they are unqueſtionably Church. Goods, a pub- 
lick Stock, tor common uſe, in which all. may: 
claim a ſhare, You are * debtors to all, And have ”* Rom. 1, 14.. 
a forgotten the charge of. the Lord, Prov. 3. 
27. Withhold net good from them to whom it us due, 
when it 15 in the power of thine hand. ta: da it. | 
Whether it be not better to Glorify God by a: Queſt. 135, 
Priſon ( it that you. tear ſhould come upon you )- 
: than to be an Offence and Stumbling-Block by. 
4 fictivg ſtill > Confider we beſeech you,, what are" 
we for, but our Maker's Ends >: what are.we good 
for, for what do. we ſerve, but only for his. Plea- 
Avure 3 better. we had no. being, than-not to' be 
_ for Him, Better we were without liberty, than. 
that ic ſhould not ſerve Him, . What a ſmall thing, 
isRichesor Poverty 5 Sickneſs or Health ;. Liber- 
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7 or Bonds; - unleſs ts APPS ry >: Letos 
butlive in the power of this acknowledged Prin- 
Cciple, That tt 1 our buſmeſ# and our bleſſedneſs'to 
glarifie God, and all will be fet-at rights, if thac be 
crue, then thar'is the beſt condiaon,, wherein-we 
may beſt glorifie God, and the happineſs of every 
eftate,is to be eſteemed,according tothe order and 
reference that it hath to this end. ' Now:then, let 
God glorifie himſelf in us, and it cannot bur-be 
well. What ſhould you then do but fer tothe 
Work 2 For either God will preſerve your Liber» 
ties, and then you will wonderfully glorific hinby 
your acting and venturing yourſelves for him ;*or 
elſe he willſend you to Priſon; and then you will 
more glorifie him by ſuffering, lying there as the 
Publick Hoſtages of-the Churches, and Witneſſes 
of God's 'Truth 3 Beſides that it may render you 
the\more ſerviceable in your Generation all your 
dayes after. But how little is God glorified by you 
either way, while you fit Rill > Or, are you not ra- 
ther an Offence, and a grief to the ſpirits of the 
Godly, weakning the hands of your Active Bre- 
thren, and Soundiog the ſpirits of your dear Peg- 
ple > Who can ſee others at work, and partake of 
ſtrangers labours, when you their Shepherds give 
. over yourcare for their ſouls ? : | 
Duet. 14. Whether by this Recefs you do not negle&tthe 
faireſt opportunity that ever you had, or may have, . . 
in all your lives, to honour the God that ſent you, 
to fave finners, build up Saints, and everlaſtingly to 
vindicatethe Reputation of Chriſt's Miniſtry, and: 
farther your own Peace and Comfort here, and: 
| Glory 
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(Ce) 
Glory hereafter 2!Never:had: you ſo clear-and'ſo-- 
loud; a:Call ta:hazard-your, felves-for Gad-, and: 
thereby.'to(prove your integrity before:him,:and 
reſolution: fot him; ,and.to-give publick Teſtimopy/ 
of:;yotir:Zeal;:and the ardqur; of your Loye to -his. 
Name; asnow: ©/'Neyer had youſuch: an apen and ! 
effetual door for the doing good:toſouls, whether * 
for, Converſton or :Edification, - Now'the: hearts 
of the People cleave. to. you more than ever, if you 
loſe. them not by your. own negle&t, Now they 
ſee. the difference between the Precious and. the 
Vile. between-the Hay and Stubble of the.prefent 
materials; and the: Gold -and Silver - that-you. did 

: ' build with: 37-between' the 'burning and ſhining 
oo Lights, and the ſtinking and'loathſome Snuffs. ' © 

how erect are. their eats ! and their hearts long, 
and their mouths water(as we ſay ) and their ſouls 
wait for your words. - We-ſeem-to ſee thethrong- 
ing:croud, the: willing people, * watching-at the * Pro, 8, 34. 
gates of Wiſdom , waiting* at the poſts "of her doors, 
looking when you will-ſpeak, that theymight be 
refreſhed; when your + words will diſtill as the t79 29.27, 
dew, and drop. as the ſhowers * upon the mowen , ia 
graſs, Or parched. ground, - .We ſee. them:gather-- Dias 32-2 
; ing about you, and ſaying with them, i Behold, we At.10,33 
are all here ready to hear all things that- are"commanded 

you of God, - Now may the Meſſenger -of the Lord <<. 

indeed ſay, They” warted for nie as the rain, and they *Fqh 29 23. 

epened therr mouths wide as for the latter rain. How; 

hungry are their ſouls? how. do: they. hang upon 

your lips fi how. far will they travel 2 how early 

will they rife? how-hard-wilt they venture (experts 
Eros. bin C create, 
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create; glory be to Gol Neale whatweknow}: 
to-'get awholſome meal, to enjoy God in. the pure 
and powerful Adminiſtration. of- his' Ordinances. 
| Verily the Field is even white to the Harveſt. ' Qt 

how greatis the pitty,that at ſuch a time you-ſhonkd. 
have your hands out, and notthruſt in your Sickle: 

The People ſeem ready to catch at your words, as 

1-Kings 20, Benhadads ſervants, .as ſoon as they dropped from:. 
- 33- the mouth of the King of: 7/rael. rr 967 9143 Fr 


'Tf you think it would not be ſo with you, we fear it is- 
either, firſt, for want of experience, becauſe you have not 
tryed ; or, ſecondly, ( if we may preſume to-be ſo plain ): 
throngh'the neglect of too many, who.are otherwiſe War- 
thies, but have here through their own ſupineneſs, ſuffered . 
the affeRions of People to dye, and the coal of Religious. ; | 
Zeal to ga out, for want of blowing. But if they will but My. 
blow up this-ſacred Fire out of the Aſties, and-lay the 
Coals together, and give their People.to rafte of the pure- 
Milk of - the Word, .we miſs our mark, -if they want an en-.. 
couraging Auditory, unleſs where Religion, in the moſt- 
profeſſing times, hath been a ſtranger... Awake then, for 
now is the time for you to ſettle your ſelves.for ever inthe. 
AﬀeCtions;of your People. Now-you may prove your love - 
ro them, as you never could before, by hazarding your 
ſelves for their good. Now you-may prove their love to. 
your Miniſtry, -and to the Wayes -of .God, -as never yous. 
could ill now. | 
Bueft, Do:.you ſay; This ts a-carnal Argument ?. bh 
Anſw, We anſwer, .'Tis true, -be- is. but an Hypocrite ,.. that 


looks no higher than the approbation of men, yea the beft 

of-men ; Bur yet we: add, that the Aﬀections'of God's- 

People, rs a very choice and ſpecial Mercy. He that hath. 

their heatts, {halt have their prayers ; and is that thittle " of 

thing ? Bur theſe are little,. to that we. would efpetiatiy q 

aniwer, and thatis ; He qhat-hath the Peoples Efteem' and | 
AﬀgRions, 


Aﬀe&iond,' for the Lord's'ſake, hath the dire&eſtWiy in 
the world to their hearts, and the faireſt adyantapepoſ- 
-fible-10 Terve God's Intereſt upon them, and Fo r his 
Work in them, whicti every gracious Miniſter needs: 
wvatge above allthis worlds goods, as thatupon'which the 
ſucceſs of his Miniſtry, for winning and furthering ſouls, 
doth wonderfully depend. | 

-* Once again; Never had you ſuchan opportunity it your 
tives, Fore ver to put to: filence the Ros tongues of 
Setlucers,-as now ; they have vilified-you as Hiretinge, 
Fleſh-pleaſers, 'that will go no further in Religion than 
will ttand with your -own Advantage : © now or never 
confute them. What a loude refutation of their callam- 
nies would your engaging to purpoſe in; the work of :God 


. bear ſuch atime as this? All ſorts of men have :been 


ready to take up F 1g againſt us, as Seff-(cexers, 
and ſuch as looked little further than their Maintenance. 
Now pluck up theſe prejudices by the roots : now-ſhew 
you can ſerve the Lord for nought, . What lewd lyes will 
all cheſe imputations appear to be, if the Lord ftir you up 
to holy an aQtivity-? We can but rouch upon your own ad- 


'vantage, as indeed, we cannot dwell upon any thing, ha- 


ving ſo much to ſay in a little. When had you ſuch an 
advantage to. get ſetled Affurance and Peace as now ? 
You can tell us better then our ſelves, ( who yer bleſſed 
be God, ſpeak what we have ſeen and felt ) that the moſt 
ſelf-denying ſervices ate the beſt evidences, and ſo bring 
in greateſt comforts. When was there ſuch a time to lay 
4up-tteaſure in Heaven as now ?' You know themaſlyeſt 
Erown is for them that-endure the hardeſt ſervice. 
>Byr we ſee there ate many Liongin the way... The fleſh 
is oth to labout (much more'to ſuffer) but cryes, Ma- 
fer Share thy Self, and will find an hundred Arguments to- 
tiirn "off 2 coltly and- hazardous duty, 'We diſpair the 
rk wilt be done-wirhour retnoving-rhe prejudices, -and: 
therefore ſhalfnor'diflemble che difficulties and objeRi-' | 
vngthat be 3” the way, £71 0 TD 1 RY HOT 
UirriTact? C 2 Objeft, 
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| | [620 ) 
IF Ohjeft.1. "Tt will be ſaid, We. ar e-prohibired by the Ma 
CUfirat es if. - bY; F TEST Y 
or 3 Was not this the Apoſtles caſeragaimand again? 
+ 44.4, 13, were noFithey commanded, * yea-ſtritly chargedzi not ts 
19, pteach;any more ?. But did they give over > Why:thould 
+ Af.5. 28, not We aniwWer with them, is #5. better to obey God than man? 
29,40,42, Doth God charge us ſo deply,. ſo dreadfutly, and ſhall 
k we think; our ſelves diſcharged if man contradiatit?3 If 
uf the -Magiſtrate ſhould be: thought indeed +to bave ſuch 2 
- power, of ' Diſpenſations, wilt not here be afine. eaſy; way a] 
for idle -Drones to ſhift the: Yoke, and leave. the Plow 2 — 
for *ewil but bz:to get an Order from aboverfornot-Preach+ F 
ing-; and then.when. the. Chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ta | 
pluck out bis Indulgence, and no:more can be ſaid,;. But 


we fear: God will not. be 'ſo ar . Are not God's for« { 
bidden Meiſengers, + yet charged: by Him to ſpeak, without - of 
a = 2 ” fear,. and that under a dreadful penalty, and ſhall we X. 
**** fearman's wrath for preaching, more than God's FO if we 


preach: not.2;-_ / Hh oo Sffr 2 v13 rf 

£1. But it is ſaid, Here 1s Preaching though-we-ſut flill':, | 
4 bereas then the Gofprl was wholly forbiddey.to-be preached, 
and ſo would have beea extinit if they had obeyed. bo 

Anſ. x. *Tis. true_ here is preaching, but if not by «:, 

how..badly have we anſwereditne formidable charge. of: 
Almighty God. to us,. or our: ſacred and ſolemn vows to | 
bim-?..Will -onr Lord: be put off by this , as a _ſuffici- | 
ent anſ{wer:for our loytering, that:others. wexe a ſabour- 


n9? 3; <{:;) "IR" > + 

Anf., 2. There is-indeed-a Minifiry, and Preaching. ] 
( ſuch as.it-is }- but /whether-ſuch. as: 1s; hke to anſwes.thes # 
end$!of.either, gudge you. What are-the next ends of. the 1 


+484.26.18 MiniRey inſum, but +Conver/ion:and *Edipeation ?--andare: | 

* Epheſ, 4. theſe like to.conmvert fouls, . that: have.neither will nor sk4{l, f 

11,12, to;degh with them about-cheir Gonykonz, .bytpexſwade. | 

them gheyiarerl srgenateted andaobiverted alrgpay 2;,Q, 

Math.2: MRavidindygolthey + bardeddebein; n- they fins Gfor the 
FOIA! 3* moſt both by their Dori IVegy 1 

15, part) oth by they 0 fins.and Livesy ini Reade, 
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you-1nsj otherwiſe. they, wilfuſpe&ibis:(too. too groynd- - 
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eurning them from them ! And are :theytlike-to edify in 
holineſs, -who- are apparently-thevenemous Enemiesof 
Holineſs? -who; for ſtrict; and-preeiſe: walking - ( withous 
which no: man ſhallſee-God ) da operily, thovgh tevert4 
1y; inveigh againſ{dyt, a5 nedfiteſs! -nicencs, land:the work 
of 'folly.* Ngw if we-taye/4 Miniſtry, buc'ſuch as;dothy 
not'aniwer_the ends,of -a Miniftry,- how few degrees arg 
we the better for them thanif we had none 2. | 110711? 
- !: 3, Your, gyes will convince youy af you: will but look 
abroad,,1that where thefe: isng; better. help; chan of 'an 
Idle, Ignorant, Looſe-liying Mtnittry .( under which rank: 
God knows, we ſpeak.it-with grief of heart, too many, 
not to ſay the molt of-; thoſe; that are late came in, may 
be reckoned-).:or than? the--cold and- heartleſs way that is 
cenerally in uſe ; the-Coal of: Religion doth even go out, 
and ithe 'Heat and Spirit of Chriſtianity dye: away : And 
is-ic not high time thepz. for.yqu to blaiy up the remaining 
ſparks ? | 

Sob,: 2. Is it ſo-indeed;-'our (Reverend Fathers and 
Brethren, 1s 1t conſctene=of-the Magiftrates2prohibition 
that keeps:you back{ bear-Wizh us ifwe bea little free wiih 
you) Why then do-you negle& what you might-do; without 
crofling the Magiſtrate's command:?:jEmen did.ſee you go 
ſo far, as:.the. Magiſtrate:gives, you eave, they.would be 
bkely 1a belieye; thecconſience ofhis:Autbarity:did keep 


edly} far a: pretext. \If the Magiftzate detb forbid Sermons -: 
toy your People, he doth.notforbidiLetters.: Why do yours 
not. call upon-and guickenithem frequently by theſe? *Jf he - 

i&; yourthe: Pulpith hegortimedFordid you yout neigh- &« ge, cringe 
bouts houſes. Why are:they;:nomope vaficed may you not his Apaſttes.: 
preach to a private Family, or fingle perſons? - * And-ſuch ning in 

f | EONPER Wy $a } 5s nd c- TIVaTt $ 

EU 20, Aﬀs p0.7, 8, 48s Z. 42. AR. A 

f ch tonſtires; rite Pricfts.and Elders queftis 

| RT on adiad telthihgcts, and praying: with the mult:rude, 

(ndw. called iRonges Reoits Broivions A[otblier) inahe heldy by: the Sea, &c. As 16, 

133 14+ Mat-5+1, Mark 4-1: 4 $- $3.34 Bo 0-1. Luke 4» 42,,Pr%aching to a pris 
yae:family or fingle perſon, To 45 cl 58,35. 1631-32, 


Foy alle Cenveielif) Miark 
and Wit Saviour di eel in 


Was - 


-Wa$ our Savioury; and the Apoſiles'preaching , oft=times. 
You-might be the ſhorter and the 6ftner this way, and'this 
would be a likely means'of doingino little good, if pain- 
fully-followed. -Thonghyou are forbidden: to ſet:open the 
Windows and keep Publick Trading, ' yetwhiat hinders but 
that you may have a privare Warehouſe ? Is it forbidden 

on to Write dut 2 Sermon once or twice a Week 'anidſend 
1t amongſt your People, and let it be readin their-Fami- 
ties, and Copies cotweyed from hand to hand,” This ſome 
have done, and this would'be'a Teltimonytoxyour People 
of your conſtant care for their ſouls, and that you ate wil- 
ling todo what you thought you /awfaully might : whereas 
now they will ſay, they ſee the-contrary, | 

Obje&. 2. But Abiathar's quiet Seceſſion is objected,” wha 
(*cis ſaid) when thruſt ont of the Office" of the Prieſthood, tid 
net turbulently buſie himſelf in doing the work, of that Office, 
_ retired to a private life, and dwelt quietly in bis own 

ouſe, 

Sol. This is not an Obje&ion for the friends of out Call 
and Office tomake ; 'the cafe between him andus being fo 
wonderfully diſproportionate, as we might many wayes 
ſhew, We ſhall inſtance bur in four things. 

I, eAbiathar, as it ſeems, had no right to'the Prieft- 
= hood : for it did, by righe,* belong to another Line.. For 
* 1 King-2427- * Abiatharwas of the line of :£1i, 'tho it is not known how 
Cee Zadok, his hE CAME tothePrielthood? /Wheteas' Zadvk (pur in in his 
pedigree and room) was'the ſon of Phinehas, and heir in 
ens £ _ x 6-4 a dire& line'to Aaron, _— ſo' ſeems to'have 
aft he nehar Nu. the right of. Priefthood thelonging -t0: him 
25.13. and conſt "Jn rn | mopr.Þ 4 ores 
bh Aanotations on 1 ng both by lineat deſcent, 'being the proper 
to. 26g 27» -* | heir: to- 1-andalſs 'by God's fpecial Pros 
| miſe; -!2: 9713 & 03 HO&FV] 


iChr.29,22 2. eAbiathar Was put out by tiyo Princes, who were 


iKing.2427 inlpice® by God, {and who knows Bur, hey maydp it by 


- extzaordinary .dueGion?y) byDavih, whoanginied:Gedok 
>. Prieftinhis room; while he war yet living; ahd-Ulfo by 
* 'Se/bmon, tatifying His Fathefs AQ, 00 2 ves 
| *%*,. <2 »&>&* . v6 ' 3, Whefl 
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* 3. When Afiadþcr was thruft.ontyf:Zadok(notHophm + 1Chro,29; © 
ot Phinchas) was patin-his room ; a man* owned and be: 22 I 


loved of God, ſuffifigntly, yea f eminently fitted for the » Exch: 44s 
Work-;''fo that ——_— : hom er gran I5 | 
ing of the Work of the -Lord,! by theignorance arwicked<;, c. A 
ms of mh that it was entrufted atk; Were this: bY — 
caſe herg,'that your Work were put into.the hands of the © I 
beft of men, #nd like to de better carried on by thoſe, to. 

om *ris now committed, than before : Yea, if-ir'were- 
net ike t& fink. MdF5l, we ſhould: nor think 'owr' ſelves 
ſo much concerned; to" offer thefe ungratefal lines: unto: 


ou, + -T8'2 | F 

\ 4: Above all, Abiathay had 4; forfeited his place by his + x King. x5, 
Treaſon ; fo that che King: might jultly have:cut: off his 

Perſon and Prieſthbod'too';-far;;.he was #@; mor of: death; : 
1:Kjngs 2,26; and*'the' Sentence of death*- Solomon: ig Sec theDutch: 
thought to have. held him under, ſo that he ſhould be only ap ng = . 
upon bis g0od-behavibur, and reſponſible for his crime up- 0 6 
on any new provocation: SANTO TIO ot 1 «4 

' Objeft. 3. But ir Sfiirther ſaid,” This willbe.a great Orgs. 
fron of 35 eparation, if Mynſters ſet up - Fe" prevate., aud drams 
away a"great part of the Prople from the Service. of God in- 
Pablick, b PHE 3 [-1 

Sol. x, The Separation be upon.others,. who when we. 

were quietly ſetled in'the adminiftratioi of: Ehyrch-Or-. 
dinances, in a mate/pure and reformed fort, are:come in. 
unen us; and} have poſleſfed- our Places and Pulpurs, and: 
thruſt us by the: places of piblick Convennon; -- We: 
continue ſtiff burin- the Done —_ the ſame work, 

watching over our-Flocks, andaUminding-tecording.+7,L.2 $ 
IA our. Office, "with no-other difference, bo that Fg es ag 
place is altered ;. Which'being at the Magiſtrates difpoſe, "FIT 
we quietly feft it, according-to our daty updwhis com- 
— | | & ARG. a --: 
© 2: . Yea, yournetpreaching will occaſion.Separationin< s 
deed * for Whither will the: People tun headlong, if nor 
Rayed and guided by the interpolition of your wildom. and! | 

SE ws. prudence. 
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<3.:What is done irprivate,” maybe; fo prudently and, 


inoffencively managed, :a8ito the ſeaſons a8 that ,( in caſe, 
you and others are 1o ſatisfied ) you, and they, may or-. 
: 'derly-and timely-attend,- What-is done in!;publick, and - 
 ſhew.your readineſs tolinity-and;Peace, though you-bear;: 
_ your Teftimony:again(t rhe;Qorruptions: that are, an. foot, 
evidencing. your :y0n-acquieſcence ni ſuch;unpure.and 
. :\mperfe&t-. m6des of Adminiſtration; and Ignorant' and. 
LingodlyDiſpencess, as-too;g2nerally;uſe them,.., -; 
4. The moſt commendable endeavours afrer Chriſtian 
' Unity; muſt.be conjumt with a ſtudy of Goſp 1 Durery and 
the Power of: Godlineſs,:together with the teſtifying of oux. 
vehement” anhelation. after «it, .2nd'our vigorous endea- 
vours (in all lawful and peaceable means) tor the vbtain-. 
ivg of it; But how this ſhould'be evidenced and efteged 
(-nvt to+ mention the hardning. of -@thers.to.think they are, 
in the:right,. and-all iswell ) when-men do Fully jumpin. 
with all that is on foot and acquiefce in it, loo ug. or00. 
farther help, we-cannot well underſtand... '- 
bj. 4; -But: it is added, That this wall: deſtroy God's 
: :Publick Worſſup, and-alicnate men Mao. eta. wo on 
; . © Sol: £4 Tris not the place, but the, company conyeened,. 
that makes/the Worſhip, to be publick. _ The, Meeting is, 
publick, and fo the;:Worſhip publick, though RG 
.may not be publick - Elſe there was- no Publick, 
Worſhip-un the-time -6f. great Perſecuzipn,, when the 
* 48.20, 8. Ademblies- of -Claiſtans */Met by, ficalth,jhpriyace 
Ara, 29, thauſets 6-1 13 6ecn. 5 910 2) ood gg bo 
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Fr: that there is 2 poſſibi. 
fity of YVoing this, without negleRing- the Ordinances: of 
God hore publickly: diſpenſed: 2 =o i 2jcls 26 vom 
,"Dbp''g.c; Bur-chere 19.2 ſecxet.and moſt forcible Obje« 
Qion ,yet behind, + which we fear lies with many at the 
bottan, yi par not OE out ; That this's 
againſt our ſafety, aud will certainly expoſe us to'Ptrſecation ; 
and for a man to adventure: bimſclf far an ear" two, 
to {o great'a hazard, asto become.Amſerable Captive, ard a 
prey te the: Sons of 210lence, ſeems but folly, | 
So. 1x, Why then do. you neglect. that of your work 
which would not expoſe to Peſecution ? cannot you dwell 
with your People , -and keepthe overſight of them," and 
watch to ſee when danger approaches, and give then warn-- 


ing (though more /privately ) whereby to prevent theis . 


Ruine ?--We humbly conceive, it-is-2 part, and no little 
part 'of a Miniſters duty + perſonally:toinſtru& his People 
and to vifithis Charge, and to preach from. houſe rohouſe, 
and that diſtin. from publick preaching © now this would 


notexpoſe :you' to any ſffering, and yet how. ſadly is this. - 
negle&ed ?-Fhere was a time when this duty, bemgureed, - 


the great objeion againſt it was, becauſe Minitters had 
not time from their publick Implayments. Brethren, tet 


us deal plainly with God-and with men'; Why thercis this .: 


great Duty 'now neglected ?' Now when we have litrle elſe 
todo ; efpecially fince *tis acknowletgly'the great daty of 


Miniſters; and they may do it with ſafety, and be greatly. - 


inſtrumental in it - And/have .now few: other wayes'to 
edify :thew People ; Is ix for want of! time nowithar they 


# 


publick Imployments ? Bur, 


do not ido4ir2-) orfrom-the- multicade andweightof their. ." 


-*/2;':Ixit true indeed; thall the fear of Perſecution make {2 


us: defift . from the- work: that God hath-commirted tous: 


with: ſuch «dreadful charge to fulfil it #: whereimiwe may» : 


fo a Oe 8 arrhs apr \ſent'us, andinthe doing; 
whertof;theiſ3vmg of: our own and our Peoples fouls ivy: 


auch cancened :- Will not. ye Peoptei ſay that olivowy/ 


ſafery 


tAR.5. 42: 
Col. x.28, 


* a Et RL, . 
3" % "F JE PO. s , " » < - LEI LS RELIES es OLE y METRES PS; a 
nat i= 3-H BED I He IE £4 es 35 . «8 Ee IO LO2Ty 92" he by x 2 # *: Mas 
[. — & - 


p > CP i: oY SLY FIR te Ts 94 one T2 A IA Fs 
AE ro SIDE ab oth AETESEETT no of TER RES CO hes 
7 Ls « - * , : PS 4 PE Sls Pa 1p! ht wal Þ be - = 5 
GT w* 4 >. 7 uy F pf 'B $3 Ot ba F, y 
45 


_ 


ſafty is dearer to us, either than their ſouls, or out own; 


yeathan: God's:Glory, if this ſhould keep us back ? as we 
verily fear this will be found the greatelt Remora, i  Wedo 
bat-defire 'that confeievee -may plainly ſpexit in. the caſe, 
and teli men cruly, whether if this: 'were removed, they 
_— : = xmas * their mo ; —— Not 
-+ Mat.c.1io, God ſaid © Blefſed are they that are perſecuted:for Rrghreouſ- 
w_ : 11 By nefi ſake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven; Bleſſed are 

ze iwhen.men perſecate you and: revile you,” fc. Rejoyce and 

be exceedirig glad, for great i. your Reward in Heaven > For 

fo perſecuted they the Prophets whwoh were before'you ? 'Hath 


+Mark, 10, not He aſſured us we (hall F come off no loſers by him, bur 


29, 30. ſhall have an hundred-fold even with Perſecution ; yea, and 

7 that in this time, and 4x the World to come Life Eternal 7: 
*Ph1l.1,29, Is it not really * a Glorious Priviledge to ſuffer for Chriſt, 
44.5.4. and a | Badg of fingular Honour ? Have the former Saints 
*Gal. 6. 14: thirſted for the Crown of Martyrdom, and *gloried in the 
2 Cor.12,9. Croſs of Chriltt 2 And is a Fine er a Priſon enough to'ſtop 


Rom. 5, 34. themouths of Gods Servants now adaysby.the hundreds 2. 


fJam..12. Is it indeed all joy to fall into divers temptations, and 
*1Pet,4.14- are we afraid to venture ? Where datithe-* Spirit of God 
t ib1d, and. of Glory reſt but upon ſuffering Saints ?: By 4 whomis 


God Glorified ſo-much as by his ſuffering Witneſles? By: 


*Phil.z,x2, What.is::the Goſpel * more: furthered than by the: Bonds: 
and Tribulations cf jts Miniſters? What better way to 
+Jam.1.12. enſure the + Crown of Life, and get the * double Portion 
* Mat.5.10. inthe Blefling, than by enduring Temptations and Perſe. 
+ Kors. 5. 3,4-cutions for the Goſpel? What will ſo much + intend our 
Fam.1.3. Graces, further-our. experiences, belp on Mortification, 
?2Core4.16, —— vm eur Eternal Glory,as our patient bearing for 
17, Can ; Ts Tn FF 0 F404 

- Brethren, what will work upon us, if we will be quick- 

ned-neither by the conſideration of God's Glery, nor our 

+1Pet,2,2x own? Hath Chiiſt ſuffered. for us, both as our | Surety, 


& 3.38, and Patrern *-and have we ſuch-a Cloud of. Martyrs, that 


have” ſo: ſoutly led the Van? "and ſhall #e ſhifc off our 
Work fox fear of Perſecution > Let us humbly requeſt you 
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- but. to yew the $ncouraging . Promiſes, that Chriſt hath 
made to Sufferers for his Name, which, we can but hi 
Not handle, and tet us ſubmiſſively reaſon with you ; Are 
: not theſe the very things which we'have over and over 
 * preached; andprefled on our People ? and-thall wemake 
ther believe, by our flinching, that theſe thirigs weremnor 
ſo? Bear with us,we beſeech you ; Are theſe things true, 
or are they not? If not, why have we taught them?: if 
they be, Wwhy'do we not live up to them? O that we did 
but:a&as'if we our ſelves had believed in what we have 
fexched '!' Will it not be-a real confutation of 'what we 
veitaught<.concening-the bleſſed Advatiitage and Gloty 
of the-Croſs,if we (when put to it) thall decline the Croſs, 
notWithlianding all the bleſſedneſs,. wg made. People be. 
lieve, we thought to be init > God forbid that Ye ſhould 
rempt 'men.to Atheiſm and Infidelity ; and make them 
bbtieve, thete'is no more in Preaching,_no more if Pro- 


»tþ a 


| miſes; than x floutiſhing talk, 
f | "The Concluſton.. 


- Butnow it rs time to think'of cloſing. - We fear 
we have been tedious and troubleſome ; but ſuf- 
fer-us yet to utter a few ſighs more unto you, - We 
ſhould not have thus prefſed and preſumed upon 

. yoly. had not the neceſſity of the caſe required it, 
Reverend and Beloved, if we cannot prevail with 
'you3..yea rather,.if God. ( that hath:the power of 
hearts) do not prevail with you, poor ſouls will rue 
it; and:Chriſt's Honour and Intereft- will fuffer;for 
it, his Goſpel will be a-great loſer by:it; Pardon us 
therefore it we are loth to let you go : fain we would 
that you ſhould not be at the end of this Paper, be-. 
fore .it-hath attain'd its.end5 That you ſhould, not. 
turn away,your eyes m_ rhefe Lines, till; you bave. 
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weary with'fb "Fer.30,9., T/aid, Lye 
£4 pets mention. of ns nor [peak any more m bu 
4 (but. bu Word ws in my hearts as 4 —_—_ 

fire fant mp ins ray bowee, and 1 could not fiap;'' "Biye 
you fare dowti'ni/your diſcouragements, and Gid 
with him in his infirmity; Yettow may ya hearts 
wax hot within'you, that 7 may ſpeak with.youg 
tongue. © that, we-cquid. hear you faying; with 


+7o0632.18, Elthn, +I am full of 'matter ,. the Spirit; wither ene 


 conftraineth.me's 1 will ſpeak that'l may be refreſhed, 
7 will open my lify and anſwer. What ſhall hg 6 
Our * mouth 25 open to you, our heart, i enlar 

that we did but know what would prevyall. nu pe you! 
we + would fill*our mouths with Argaments :- We 
would notlet you go, till you had granted our hum- 
ble Motion. Who ſhall chuſe' our words: for us > 
Alas, that: we did but know whar would pierce ! 
It grieves us to think we ſhou]d have done, before 
the Wotk be done ; and that after all this,we ſhould 
leave you as we found you, We verily fear, left 
the Argument of Selt-prefervation willat laſt prove 
more forcible upon. you, than- all. themoving Ar- 
guments that we can chuſe ; and that men are ſo in 
love with the way they have fetled in, (from which 
they moſtly think it diſhonourable to recede ) that 


they Silla. be turned. [Shall we go from Words to: 


Fears> O that we could command them 1 Butwe 
. have not; ( the Lord pardon us ) we have not the: 
bowels and meltings, that we ſhould have'in' pre- 
ſearing you-fuch a pitiful caſe; Shall we we fall 


| hors arguirig to begging > O that this would do. 


ith 
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iff Votlly, we coutd creep on'Gur knees unt6-y08, = 
For the Lord's ſake;ler onr worth be accepted with- MY 
you, i do not deſpiſe our requeſt; Accept this Peti> 
tion, as tf it were written in the mingled tears, cf us. 
and your People. -Verily, theſe arethe things, that. 
they do figh out before the Lord in fecret!' / Shall 
none of their miſeries nor neceffities move you > 
Was. the. tongue of the dumb-born ſon of Cre/#s 
looſed, by the'vehement commotion of Nature in 
him, 'when he ſaw one about to murder his father > 
And ſhall not. the neceflity of Souls looſe yours > 
O think; by whom ſhall theſe be'gathered > 'We be- 
ſeech you, by the Children (as it were) of your own 
f bodies, by the® Love you bear to qur precious FJob 19.17. 
Saviour, (whoſe Intereft it ts, not our owh, that we * Fohn 21. 
have all this while pleaded with you;) We beſeech 75316,37« 
you, by. your high and holy Calling, by all the Com- 
mands and Promiſes-of the glorious Gofpel, by all 
your Vows-to the moſt high God at-your folenn 
Admifhon to your ſacred Function, Feed the Flock | | 
of God, which he + hath purchaſed with his own Blood, 14-29-28. 
In a word, by the:bowels :of Fathers, by the tears ' 
and cryes of Children by the neceffities, diftreſfles, 
roans; and ſorrows of ourafflifted Mother, we be- 
"an you do-notturn a-deaf earto theſe Requeſts. : 
Fulfil you your Peoples joy : refreſh their bowels 
in the Lord.. 'Weare indeepeſtearneſtwith-you;, 
and doth ſome meaſure feet whatwe ſpeak, WE 4 
go not to at a-part, The caſe is very deplorable; 
that is before you, . You'ſee what havock is'made, 
and what is like to become of'poor fouls. - O if -* > © +»: 8 
there be avy * conſolation in'Chriſt; any Comfort*Ph1l.2., 15 
| | Of _—_ 


[ errwp and rpbory ht leave allat RIEL an ; and- 
fearing leſt allour beggings to: you will not had", 
\t | LH ourfelves to. beg of: God: for you, andthe 
4 committed to.you and-us,)...! - 
3% * Pet.2. 25. O thou *. Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, the t great | 
| map 3-20 09 Shepherd of the Sheep, that Loveſt thy ſelf 
8p {Io beſ. "+ forthem, that © gaveſt thy. Mamſtry to them, for. the 
Wo; {4 j v4 ; perfetting of thy Saints, . for the edifying of thy, Bady 5 
= Quicken thy forgetful Stewards, tolook-to the pinching 
| wants of thy diſtreſſed Family. Awaken thine lender - 
Shepherds; call up thy Watchmen to watch over thy 
Flock by night,. that the. beaſts. of prey may. not dt- 
wour them, Sleep not thou, 0: Lord, inthe P77 es of 
the Ship, when.the Water is come in,. even to the ſoul; 
and we are all in jeopardy. ,, Hear the moving cryes 
of thy Children and- Diſciples , about. thee 3 Lord, 
fave, us, or elſe we: periſh,” _ Behold how. thy «Flock 
z ſcattered, and few ſearch. or ſeek. after pra fo that 
4 Exek. 34; they become a + prey to every beaſt of the field, becauſe 
F» 6. there 2s no Shepherd. 'O fulfill thy. Promiſe, and takg 
+ Ezek, 34. ro Wark. into. thine own hands. Dy * thou feed thy 
14. Flack, and cauſe them to lye donn.. . Thou haſt ſaid, 
$64, V.16- + i will ſeek that which was loſt, andbripg again . 
that which was driven away, and will bind up that 
which-was broken, . and will ſtrepgthen that which *; 
was fick:: but I will deftroy the far, andthe ſtrong! 
-and will feed them with Judgment. Remember th 
Word unto thy Servants, im which thou haſt cauſed us: 


* 2 Sam. 7. to hope. 'O Lord Gea, * thou art that God,, and thy , Coed 


a8. Wards are e FTE, and thou haſt promiſed thes, 


| Ede 7e unco ohy Sorvaines a g to thy W | 
A P; | Wi ne 0 RY be Chil fren WT i 
by Gran tothe Fathers.” Where 'are the + hun rg 4 
| of thy : Bowels f where are the movings of their Bowel; EE 
© Tet the Diftreſſes of thy Servants make their hearts 
20. turn ithin them, and theiy Repentmgs ta- kindle... 
together, and grue us once again,"the menafter chine 
own heart, and /et thou up Shepherds over ns, that a 
we fear no-more, nor be d;ſmayed, hetthey be lacking, Fere23 $5 - 
as thou haft promiſed. + So we 2 thy People, and Sheep FPſal. 79. 
of thy Poſture , will grue thee thanks for ever, and © 23s 
. praiſe thy Name to all Generations, 0 Lord, th Pegs 
» ple ay, Amen. Let all thy EO [ay, Ameny. 
Lord Feſus, ſay thou, Amen 


